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RESPONSIBILITY  OF  THE  PREACHER 
TO  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 


GEO.  H.  COMBS. 


HE  failure  of  the  church  to-day  to  awake 


to  the  measure  of  its  responsibility  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world  is  to  be  laid  largely 
at  the  doors  of  the  ministry.  I  make  not 
this  sweeping  statement  without  fullest  proof. 
There  is  not  a  well-informed  missionary  pastor, 
there  is  not  an  editor  of  a  religious  paper,  there 
is  not  a  student  of  our  missionary  work,  there 
is  not  a  secretary  of  a  missionary  board,  that 
will  not  affirm  that  apathy  in  missions  is  due 
largely  to  the  unconcern  of  the  ministry  in  this 
great  work. 

We  hear  much  of  our  educational  interests, 
and  are  told  that  the  educational  problem  is 
the  important  problem  for  our  solution.  We 
need  enlargement,  we  are  told,  and  endow¬ 
ment.  The  plea  is  large  and  righteous;  but, 
beloved,  even  greater  than  our  need  of  en¬ 
dowed  colleges  is  our  need  of  endowed  men, 
endowed  with  the  consuming  spirit  of  mission¬ 
ary  service. 

The  highest  education  is  in  the  school  of  mis¬ 
sionary  conscience  and  in  the  values  of  love 
and  service.  No  man  is  worthy  of  a  doctor’s 
degree  who  has  not  mastered  the  commission. 


No  young  preacher  should  be  graduated  from 
our  Bible  colleges  until  he  feels  with  Wesley, 
that  the  world  is  his  parish,  and  is  willing,  for 
Christ’s  sake,  to  be  a  very  thorn  in  the  flesh 
to  any  anti-  or  o-missionary  church  to  which 
he  may  be  called.  However  pressing  other 
needs,  the  supreme  need  of  to-day  is  an 
awakening  of  the  preachers  to  their  responsi¬ 
bility  to  Foreign  Missions. 

What  is  to  be  done  ? 

First,  let  us  stand  in  the  absolute  nakedness 
of  conscious  guilt,  pleading  no  excuse  for  the 
little  we  have  done.  Our  excuses  will  not  stand 
the  test.  We  try  to  soften  the  matter  down  by 
saying  that  the  missionary  spirit  is  a  growth, 
and  that  all  growth  is  slow.  This  is  false. 
All  growth  is  not  slow.  The  growth  of  the 
kingdom  should  be  that  of  the  mustard  seed — 
rapid.  It  will  not  do  to  say,  possess  your 
soul  in  patience  and  by  and  by  as  a  people  we 
shall  enter  upon  a  larger  missionary  life. 
Millions  are  dying  to-day  without  a  vision  of 
the  Christ,  not  because  the  life-saving  spirit  in 
the  churches  is  in  its  beginnings,  but  because 
the  preachers  call  not  the  people  to  the  rescue; 
do  not  make  them  see  the  hosts  that  are  being 
swallowed  up  by  the  black  waters.  Shall  we 
cry  patience,  when  the  world  is  perishing  ? 
May  not  our  philosophic  patience  be  but  in¬ 
difference  in  masquerade?  We  content  our¬ 
selves  with  our  present  littleness  of  endeavor, 
dreaming  of  the  future;  but,  when  suffering  is 
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being  unrelieved,  contentment  is  cruelty. 
When  men  are  dying  for  lack  of  help,  patience 
is  sin. 

Nor  shall  we  excuse  ourselves  by  the  cry 
that  the  disciples  have  not  great  wealth.  This 
plea  was  never  other  than  partly  true,  and  now 
is  wholly  false.  Judged  by  the  standard  of 
the  New  Testament  churches  and  the  Moravians 
of  to-day,  we  are  richj  and  yet  we  are  not 
even  so  much  as  playing  at  missions;  we  are 
but  playing  at  play. 

Neither  let  us  solace  ourselves  with  the 
thought  that  we  have  been  so  busy  preaching 
First  Principles,  establishing  churches,  present¬ 
ing  our  plea,  enlightening  our  religious  neigh¬ 
bors,  that  we  have  had  little  or  no  time  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  missionary  spirit. 

What  matters  it,  the  founding  of  churches, 
if  they  be  not  missionary  churches,  filled  with 
the  mind  of  Christ?  What  matters  doctrinal 
correctness,  if  the  spirit  and  the  life  be  not 
found?  What  a  poor  tinseled  thing  is  “Our 
Plea,”  if  it  be  not  Christ’s  plea  for  the  salvation 
of  the  world.  And  pray,  what  are  First  Prin¬ 
ciples  ?  Is  not  obedience  a  first  principle,  and 
are  we  not  bidden  to  “Go  preach  to  all 
nations?”  Is  not  love  a  First  Principle ?  And 
does  not  love,  the  divine  love,  embrace  the 
whole  world?  Our  severest  critic  can  find  no 
rebuke  so  stinging  as  the  history  of  our  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprises.  Surely  it  is  ground  for 
most  serious  concern  if  one  million  disciples. 
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nurtured  on  First  Principles,  give  only  ten 
cents  each  to  the  cause  of  world-wide  missions. 

To  begin,  the  preacher’s  responsibility  to 
this  work  grows  out  of  his  personal  relation  to 
the  church.  He  is  its  shepherd,  pastor.  To 
him  comes  the  admonition,  “  Feed  my  sheep.” 
No  man  can  preach  God’s  word  who  does  not 
preach  missions.  The  missionary  cause  is 
vital.  Cut  missions  out  of  the  New  Testament 
and  it  would  bleed  to  death.  To  preach  the 
Word,  is  to  preach  missions,  and  woe  to  that 
shepherd  who  to  his  people  brings  rhetorical 
confections  instead  of  the  meat  of  duty,  theo¬ 
logical  hard  tack  instead  of  the  grist  that  is 
ground  in  the  mill  of  God. 

What  more  is  the  preacher  ?  He  is  a  seer, 
prophet  of  the  invisible,  interpreter  of  the 
Divine — this  or  nothing.  He  is  to  help  men 
live  in  the  unseen.  He  is  to  make  the  eternal 
verities  real.  Beyond  the  veil  separates  be¬ 
tween  sense  and  spirit,  the  time  world  and  the 
eternities,  he  is  to  go  and  to  come  back  trans¬ 
figured  by  the  glories  of  the  vision,  heart  hot 
with  a  new  message. 

But  shall  we  trust  him  as  seer  whose  eyes 
are  closed  to  the  needs  of  the  heathen  world? 
Shall  he  whose  vision  is  bounded  by  the  horizon 
of  Jonesville  be  prophet  of  the  invisible  ?  Shall 
he  tell  us  of  the  way  to  glory  if  he  does  not  know 
the  way  to  our  mission  stations  ?  I  ’ll  trust  no 
man  to  talk  to  me  about  heaven  and  its  happi¬ 
ness  who  does  not  know  India  and  her  woes. 
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Who  is  the  preacher  ?  A  proclaimer,  his  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  the  Christ.  But  any 
man  who  ignores  missions  preaches  only  a 
mutilated  gospel  and  a  time  Christ.  To  preach 
the  gospel  you  must  know  its  history  for  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  years.  The  Acts  are  continued. 
Its  last  chapter  is  yet  to  be  written.  The 
gospel  must  be  preached  in  the  fulness  of 
history.  You  have  no  right  to  shut  up  the 
Christ  to  the  New  Testament  record.  His  are 
then  the  limitations  of  time  and  space.  He  is 
but  a  time  Christ,  no  universal  Christ  at  all. 
He  can  not  preach  the  gospel  who  preaches 
not  the  gospel  coming  to  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem, 
to  the  Ethiopians  on  the  desert,  to  Saul  at 
Damascus  Gate ;  nor  can  he  preach  the  gospel 
who  does  not  tell  of  its  coming  to  the  Boers  of 
Africa,  the  islanders  of  Hilo  or  Madagascar’s 
queen. 

What  is  the  preacher  ?  A  leader.  Christ  in 
the  vision  of  the  prophets  was  to  be  leader, 
commander,  and  such  should  be  all  ministers 
of  his  grace.  The  world  waits  upon  leadership. 
History  is  but  the  full  drawn  portraits  of  great 
men.  The  world  cries  out  for  the  kingly  man, 
the  coming  man,  the  man  who  leads.  And 
the  world  will  follow.  The  leader  wins.  Give 
us  missionary  preachers,  and  we  shall  have 
missionary  churches.  The  preacher  who  is 
not  leading  is  dying.  He  must  either  inspire 
or  expire.  Either  the  bugle  blast  and  clarion 
call  to  battle  or  the  coffin  and  funeral  dirge. 
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The  preacher  must  lead  if  he  would  live, 
lead  not  only  in  voice,  but  in  example.  He 
must  not  only  talk  boldly  but  give  liberally. 
He  must  have  a  full  heart,  but  an  empty  purse. 
The  only  logical  and  fitting  peroration  of  the 
missionary  sermon  is  a  liberal  offering  from  the 
preacher  himself.  This  is  the  eloquence  that 
tells.  No  church  can  resist  such  leadership. 
Take  a  dozen  of  our  o-missionary  churches 
and  give  them  such  missionary  pastors,  as  I 
could  easily  name,  and  within  a  half  decade 
there  will  have  been  wrought  in  them  miracles 
of  grace  and  giving. 

Secondly,  our  responsibility  may  be  seen  in 
the  light  of  the  truth  that  the  missionary  interest 
is  the  supreme  interest  of  the  church.  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  world-wide  in  its  sweep.  It  is  for  the 
“whole  creation.”  The  field  is  the  world — 
“  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.”  “Go  ye  into 
all  the  world.”  Mosaism  was  for  the  Jews. 
Confucius  spoke  only  to  his  race.  Prince 
Siddartha  is  for  the  Orient,  and  can  be  at  best 
only  for  Asia  a  flickering  light;  but  Christ 
speaks  to  all  the  nations,  is  the  light  of  all  the 
world.  The  early  church  was  fired  by^the 
vision  of  world-wide  conquest.  As  far  as  space 
was  peopled  would  they  go  preaching  the  Word. 
Never  did  they  relax  their  efforts,  narrow  their 
horizons  and  cease  to  think  of  anything  short 
of  a  world-wide  kingdom  and  Christ  its  king. 
We  have  fallen  from  this  height. 
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“Oh,  missions  are  but  a  side  issue,”  we  hear 
sometimes.  My  friends,  it  is  true.  It  is  a  side 
issue— it  issued  from  the  pierced  side  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  in  the  blood  that  was  spilled  for 
every  man.  And  woe  to  the  preacher  who 
does  not  bring  this  side  issue,  this  heart  issue 
as  a  burden  of  responsibility  to  those  whom 
God  has  called  him  to  serve. 

Our  responsibility  may  be  further  seen  by 
noting  the  reflex  influence  of  missions  upon 
the  preacher.  We  have  heard  much  of  the 
reflex  influence  of  missions  upon  the  church. 
Much  of  it,  not  too  much.  This  influence  can¬ 
not  be  overstated.  Missionary  work  abroad 
gives  largest  returns  to  the  church  at  home. 
The  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  in  India  will 
come  back  to-morrow  to  the  church  at  home. 
Happy  the  church  with  its  missionaries  abroad. 
Their  voices  come  back  to  the  church  at  home, 
even  as  the  voice  of  God,  full  of  hope  and 
cheer.  Put  it  down  even  that  work  abroad 
helps  the  work  at  home.  The  missionary 
church  is  never  the  mission  church.  No  church 
that  gives  oitt  ever  gives  up.  The  churches 
that  do  are  never  the  churches  that  die. 

But  the  effect  of  this  work  upon  the  preacher 
is  not  less  marked.  Fellowship  in  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  work  broadens.  We  are  saved  from 
provincialism.  We  become  cosmopolites.  It 
gives  strength  and  power  to  pulpit  work.  The 
preacher  becomes  a  very  magazine  of  spiritual 
forces.  Your  pulpit  Liliputian  becomes  a  giant. 
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Great  preaching,  says  Austin  Phelps,  requires 
the  habitual  selection  of  great  themes.  Little 
subjects,  little  preachers.  The  preacher  whose 
vision  is  not  world-wide  will  select  petty  themes. 
His  sermons  will  be  lacking  in  nobility  and 
reach.  Like  Chinese  paintings,  they  will  have 
no  depth.  They  have  no  epic  sweep.  But  let 
the  preacher  become  a  convert  to  missions,  let 
him  master  its  literature,  have  kinship  with  the 
saints,  be  ennobled  by  its  ideals,  be  thrilled 
with  its  passion,  be  glorified  by  its  utter  aban¬ 
don— let  him  grasp  the  skirts  of  the  great  truth 
that  the  world  is  to  be  won  to  Christ,  and  that 
he  is  to  have  part  in  its  conquest,  and  imme¬ 
diately  his  gross  sensationalism,  his  petty  themes 
are  cast  aside,  his  preaching  takes  on  the  rhythm 
of  the  universal,  and  he  speaks  with  the  king¬ 
liness  of  divine  anointment  and  of  power.  If 
any  of  us  are  looking  for  “  Helps  for  Preach¬ 
ing,”  let  us  gain  this  first— help,  did  I  say? 
Nay,  beloved,  it  is  the  very  life  of  preaching. 
Without  this  the  preacher  may  win  laurels  as  a 
rhetorician,  win  plaudits  that  come  to  all  cheap 
declaiming,  but  as  a  preacher  he  will  lack  grasp 
and  power.  But  let  him  come  from  his  ordi¬ 
nation  feeling  that  not  only  the  hands  of  the 
elders  have  been  laid  upon  him,  but  the  unseen 
hands  of  all  white-souled  ones  in  the  divine 
missionary  succession,  and  he  goes  forth  to  a 
ministry  of  blessed  fruitfulness  and  abiding 
strength. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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